
 
 

Central Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
“A Community of Faith, Hope, and Love, Growing through Worship and Service” 

Ministers: The Congregation  
Interim Pastor: Rev. Lee Atherton 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. John A. Zachry 
Director of Music/Organist: Tudor Bota 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 World Communion Sunday    10 o’clock a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to Central Congregational Church, where no matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome. If you are visiting us today, know that we are glad to have you.  

As we worship together, please note that an * indicates a time to stand as you are able. 

Sentences in bold are to be spoken by the congregation. 



Order of the Service of Worship 

Prelude “Deep River,” arr. Keveren, “Thy Will” arr. Hayes Tudor Bota 
Welcome and Announcements Lynn Horton 
Ringing the Bell and Centering for Worship  Rev. Lee M. Atherton 

Call to Worship – World Communion Sunday Martha Chenault 
From north and south, from east and west, God gathers us at one table. 

We come as many people, yet we are one body in Christ. 

Across nations and neighborhoods, in cathedrals and country churches, in crowded cities and 
quiet villages, the bread is broken and the cup is shared. 

Today we remember that Christ’s table is wider than any border and greater than anything 
that divides us. 

Here there is room for every language, every culture, every story, every beloved child of God. 

For there is one bread, one cup, one Christ, and one family of faith. 

Come, then, to worship the God who gathers us, the Christ who unites us, and the Spirit who 
binds us together in love. 

Come, let us worship God—and rejoice that around Christ’s table, the whole world is our 
neighbor. 

*Opening Hymn “For the Healing of the Nations” v 1, 3, 4 #668 Blue 
Opening Prayer Martha 

In Tagalog and Turkish, in Mandarin and Maine drawls, in children’s whispers and seniors’ 
forgotten words, glad songs are lifted to you, Loving God. As your people worship across the 
world, we join our hearts and voices with theirs, singing our praises to you. In villages where 
water is more precious than gold, in prisons and struggling neighborhoods, we cry out for 
justice, Servant of the poor, and we commit our lives to serving them with you. In prayers for 
peace whispered by children, in comfort offered to those who struggle, in the hope found when 
neighbors live side-by-side, you fill us with the words we need, Wisdom’s Heart, and teach us to 
speak them with love. In this place and in every place, with those we know and those far away, 
may we be your people, united in heart, love, and service. Now, as one small part of your great 
family of faith, we open our hearts and lift our voices in worship together, praising you, God in 
Community, Holy in One. Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace   
The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Children’s Message   
Sending Song  #437 Blue 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you everywhere,  
everywhere you may go. 

 



Prayer of Confession 
A word of anger breaks another’s heart, a church’s silence damages a family, a nation’s anger can 
bring war and destruction.  As individuals, as communities, as a world, we do not live as God’s 
people, so let us bring our lives to our God, so forgiven, we might continue to seek to become one in 
Christ. 

Assurance of Pardon 
…the same good news is proclaimed: God is love. And that love forgives us, redeems us, restores us. 
In whatever language, in every tongue and dialect, we rejoice and give thanks.  We are forgiven by 
our God of grace and wonder.  Amen.  

A Liturgy for World Communion Sunday Margie Dissinger 
Holy Trinity, Community of Love, draw your children together across human boundaries, across 
denominations. Draw us together in your creative light, awaken us to collaboration and mutual 
callings, Quick to celebrate, serve, and share. Quick to live your love. 
Make us joyful in the ways you gift each of us, Quick to celebrate, serve, and share. Quick to live your 
love. Open us to unexpected invitations in unexpected places. Quick to celebrate, serve, and share. 
Quick to live your love. Holy Trinity, Community of Love, Draw your children together, to honor each 
other, to uplift our community, to live your steadfast love. Amen. 

"Live Your Love" © 2022 Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia, www.revlisad.com 
 

Scripture Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 Pew Bible p. 538 
 Pastor: The Word of God for the people of God  All: Thanks be to God 

Sermon Blest Be The Ties That Bind Pastor Lee 
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns  

 

 
Pastoral Prayer    

 
Invitation to the Offering  Martha 
Offertory “One World, One Communion” by Choplin (see insert for words) Chancel Choir 
*Doxology  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” #46-48 Blue 

https://thepastorsworkshop.com/blog/www.revlisad.com


Prayer of Dedication  Pastor Lee 
The Lord’s Supper 

Communion Hymn “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds” #433 Blue 
The Invitation to the Table  Pastor Lee 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving   Pastor Lee 

May the God of all be with you!  
May that God be with you, as well!  
We will join our hearts with all of God’s people, offering them to the God who loves us.  
God fills our hearts, our lives, with overflowing grace.  
With voices in every tongue, of every faith, we will sing our praises to God.  
We offer glory and thanksgiving to our God.  

….With those whose hearts are filled with joy,  with those whose lips tremble with questions,  we lift our 
praises to you:  

Holy, holy, holy are you, God of all, God of each. All creation everywhere joins in praising you.  
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who calls us to the Table of life.  
Hosanna in the highest!  

….As we gather in grand churches and in open fields, as we feast on the finest bread, and drink from 
crystal cups, we join our sisters and brothers in every place, proclaiming the mystery:  

Jesus died, so we might know the depths of love;  
Jesus was raised, so we might know the strength of love;  
Jesus will come, so we might know God’s steadfast love for us. 

Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
…we gather around that One Table of grace, hope, peace, and love with sisters and brothers of every 
time and place, forever praising your name, God in Community, Holy in One. We pray as Jesus taught 
us, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 

The Deacons will distribute the bread and the cup. When all are served, we will partake in unison. 
The bread is gluten free. Please respond, “Thanks be to God.” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion 
One: God of every nation and generation, gather us into the great company of your people— those 

who have gone before us, those who worship beside us, and those we may never meet in this life. 
Until the day when every people and every nation are gathered into your eternal feast, keep us 
faithful to one another and to you. 

Many: Send us from this table as people of Christ’s peace. 
All: One body. One Spirit. One Lord. One faith. One hope. One table. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn “Will You Come and Follow Me” (the Summons) v 1, 3, 4 See Insert 
Benediction 
Three-fold Amen 

Postlude “Largo” by Rameau  



 

Welcome to Central Congregational Church! 

No matter who you are, or where you are on your spiritual journey, you’re welcome here! 
 

Good morning and welcome to Sunday morning worship! 

We are glad you are here to worship together! Please join us in Fellowship Hall after the service for 
food and fellowship.  This service of worship is being livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. If you 
do not wish to be visible on the internet, please choose a seat in the balcony.  
 
Children 

☺ Children are always welcome in our services of worship.  

☺ Busy Bags for kids are available in the narthex (lobby). 
 

Deacons are available during Sunday services. Reach out to any of them with questions or 
concerns.  You can spot them wearing a blue name tag. 

 

Greeter(s): Scott & Cynthia Dorman 

Head Usher Sue Sarafinas 

Livestream Operator Vivian Hussey 

Liturgist: Martha Chenault 

Deacon of the Day: Merri Robison 

Nursery Coordinator Hunter Lyons 

Coffee Hour Host: Potluck lunch in honor of Juaréz and Beth 

Flowers  

  

 

Many thanks to all who enrich our morning together. 
 



 

 

“A Community of Faith, Hope, and Love, Growing through Worship and Service” 

 

Interim Pastor Rev. Lee Atherton 508-308-7116     Pastor-Lee@cccchelmsford.org 

Director of Music Tudor Bota 978-772-3173     tudormbota@gmail.com 

Interim Office Admin Margie Dissinger 978-256-5931     office.admin@cccchelmsford.org 

Sunday School Coord. Jennifer Hart 610-781-2074     jennifer.hart@cccchelmsford.org 

Council President Lynn Horton 978-256-8524    lynn@terpsoft.com  

Church Phone & Email 978-256-5931    office.admin@cccchelmsford.org 

Church Address 1 Worthen Street, Chelmsford, MA 01824 

U.C.C. Website ucc.org (United Church of Christ)  

 

 

We declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation, welcoming into the full life and ministry 
of the church persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity and gender expression, sexual 
orientation, physical or mental ability, marital status, education, and economic status. We especially and 
intentionally welcome all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and 
society. 

 

Scan the QR code to give your offering electronically and support our ministry.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

  



Announcements and Events – Sunday, October 4, 2026 
 

World Communion Sunday 
Today we join Christians around the globe in celebrating World Communion Sunday, a day that reminds us 
that the table of Christ stretches far beyond the walls of any one church. 

World Communion Sunday began in 1933 as an invitation for Christians to recognize their unity in Christ. 
Today, churches of many denominations and traditions throughout the world mark this day by gathering at 
the Communion table. 

We come from different nations and cultures. We worship in different languages and traditions. We 
understand our faith in different ways. Yet at Christ’s table, we are reminded that what connects us is greater 
than what divides us. 

Here at Central Congregational Church, we celebrate an open table. You do not need to be a member of this 
church—or of any church—to receive Communion. Christ is the host, and all are welcome. 

As we share the bread and cup today, may we remember the countless tables around the world where others 
are doing the same. In a world too often divided by borders, beliefs, fear, and conflict, we gather around one 
table as a visible sign of Christ’s hope: there is room for all. 
 

Our Commitment to the Wider Church 
In support of the Association Board of Directors initiative, CCC will hold specific churches and entities in our 
collective prayers. This week we pray for Central Congregational of Newburyport UCC in Newburyport. We 
invite you to keep them in your hearts and prayers throughout the week as we strengthen the bonds of our 
faith community. 
 

Celebrate Our Custodians – October 4, 2026 
Join in at Coffee Hour today to celebrate Juaréz and Beth, and to show them our appreciation. 
 

Social Action and Mission Committee – Recycling News 
Good News! – Recent advances in technology mean that we can now recycle all those coffee 
cups we’ve long been told not to put in our recycling bins because of their interior plastic 
lining. 
Social Action and Mission has invited Rebecca Gore of the Chelmsford Recycling 
Committee to visit us in Fellowship Hall after our service on October 11th. Rebecca will provide information 
and answer questions on what can and cannot be put in the recycle bins. The town’s recycling efforts are 
constantly evolving and often subject to confusion on the part of residents. So plan to stop by for a chat with 
her for this chance to learn about what more we can all be doing to recycle and reduce the waste stream. 
 

Open and Affirming – Guest Speaker 
The Open and Affirming Ministry will be hosting a guest speaker on October 18th. It will be at 11:30 after 
coffee hour.  There will be pizza and salad served for lunch, and childcare will be provided. 
Dr. Casey Anne Brimmer(they/them) has been educating about allyship to LGBTQ+ communities for 20 years. 
They hold several degrees including a masters in Women’s and Gender Studies and a PhD in Social, Political, 
Ethical, and Cultural Thought, and have been teaching college courses on gender and sexuality for more than 
10 years. Their passion is in creating and supporting affirming spaces for all marginalized people utilizing a 
framework that allows people to bring all parts of themselves into learning, work, educational, and faith 



communities. They are the founding co-host of the Affirming Practice Podcast with Pastor Bob Ierien to offer 
everyday actions listeners can pursue to be better allies to different marginalized communities.  
 

Neighbors In Need – Advocating for Change 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries 
of justice and compassion in the United States. 

Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children, 
and walk in love, as Christ loved us. Ephesians 5: 1-2 

 

In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul encourages all of us to be like Christ and “walk in love”. 
There is an inherent connection between the Gospel call to respond to the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, 
the sick and homeless and also to the policy decisions that determine funding for issues such as school meal 
programs, standards for clean air, sentencing guidelines, and health care access for all. Advocacy is essential 
to participating in God’s mission in the world. 
 

When we come together as a church to do the work of justice and advocacy, we are acting out of the hope 
that change in the world is possible. When you give to Neighbors in Need, you help build a just world for all! 
Special Neighbors in Need offering envelopes will be available in Sunday bulletins and pew racks during the 
month of October. Donations may also be sent to the church office with a notation for Neighbors in Need. 
 

CCC History Display 
Following church services on Sunday, October 25th – the 150th Anniversary Committee invites you to linger 
in Fellowship Hall to view a fascinating exhibit depicting CCC’s amazing history! Covering key events between 
1876 to 1960, the exhibit will include historic documents, early gifts to the church from the 1870s, 
photographs, illustrations, bulletin covers from WW II, and items commemorating the celebration of our 
“new church” on June 1, 1960. 
 

Pastor Lee’s Office Hours: Sundays, 8:15–1:00; Tuesdays, 9:00–2:00; Wednesdays 9:00–12:00. She is also 

available by appointment. 

Sun, Oct 4 Worship  - World Communion 10:00 AM Sanctuary 

 Women’s Bible Study 7:00 PM Zoom 

Mon, Oct 5 ChristCare 7:00 PM Zoom 

Tues, Oct 6 Knitters & Crocheters 10:30 AM Parlor 

 Lunch Bunch 11:45 AM Room 202 

 SAM Committee Meeting 7:00 PM Room 302 

 SonLight Band 7:30 PM Sanctuary 

Wed, Oct 7 The Book of Revelation Study 10:30 AM Room 202 

Thurs, Oct 8 Bell Choir Rehearsal 5:45 PM Room 312 

 Choir Rehearsal 6:45 PM Sanctuary 



Will You Come and Follow Me 

 

 



 

 

“One World, One Communion” 
Words and Music by Pepper Choplin 

 
“One world, one communion, one faith in Christ, the Son. 

One world, one communion, and there is room for everyone. 

One world, one communion, one faith in Christ, the Son. 

One world, one communion, and there is room for everyone. 

Wherever people gather to share the bread and cup, 

though we are many, we are one in love. 

So much we have in common, though we are miles apart, 

through the Holy Spirit, we are one in heart. 

And so we are one world, one communion, 

one faith in Christ, the Son. 

One World, one communion, and there is room for everyone. 

Wherever bread is broken and where the cup is poured, 

brothers and sisters, we are one in the Lord 

Though many things divide us, with great diversity, 

through the power of love we will find unity. 

So help us see there’s one world, one communion, 

one faith in Christ, the Son. 

One world, one communion, and there is room for everyone. 

There is room for everyone. There is room for everyone, 

there is room for all, for all who come." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN LYRICS 

 

Opening Hymn “For the Healing of the Nations”  
 

For the healing of the nations, God, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords; 

to a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word, 

help us rise and pledge our word. 
 

All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned; 

pride of status, race or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan. 

In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span, 

may we hallow life’s brief span. 
 

You, Creator God, have written your great name on humankind; 

for our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind, 

that by our response and service earth its destiny may find, 

earth its destiny may find. 

 

 

 

Communion Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”  

 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain; 

but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Closing Hymn “Will You Come and Follow Me”  
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known; 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name?  

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,  

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

 


