
            
                                                

 

 

 
 

CENTRAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
United Church of Christ 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
VOLUME 67 NUMBER 8                                                                                        SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

 

Welcome Sunday! 
Sunday, September 11 – Worship at 10 a.m. 

Holy Communion 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

A New Year of Sunday School begins! 

 
 

September Movie Discussion Group 
Monday, 9/12 – “The Truman Show”

Monday, 9/26 – “Field of Dreams” 

 

 

“Simple Gifts” Concert 
Sunday, September 25 at 3 pm 

Tudor Bota, Joe Chapman, and Special Guest Philip Lima 

 

 

All Church Campfire 
Sunday, September 25 at 6 pm 

 
 

KiSeLo Potluck Luncheon 
Wednesday, September 28 at 12:30 pm 

 



 We had an amazing trip to the Holy Land! It was filled with inspiration, much learning, and a few surprises. 

Did you know that the Dead Sea is actually quite beautiful, and that spreading its mud all over you makes you 

look 10 years younger? (it must be time-released, because it hasn’t happened yet). We can't wait to tell you all 

about our trip. We're planning a catered banquet (paid for by the Lilly Foundation!) sometime in October to show 

our slides and share our experiences. I was very touched by all those who followed our trip on Facebook. Thanks 

for your comments and for taking the pilgrimage with us “virtually.”  

 To help me process all that we saw and most importantly share our pilgrimage with you, I’m going to be doing 

a series of messages entitled, “Sermons from the Holy Land.” Each message will be based on an experience or 

insight that we had on the trip. I hope you’ll enjoy them and find them spiritually enriching! 

         Taking the Walk of Faith with You, 

Pastor Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                At the Sea of Galilee 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                  Petra, Jordan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 On camels in Egypt!                                                         At the Western Wall 
                                                                                                             “The Wailing Wall” in Jerusalem 
 



WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
SIGN UP ON WELCOME SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

 Sign-up tables will be set up in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour for you to: 

 Help Christian Education as an adult classroom helper, “Loving Arms” in the Nursery, and youth group 
chaperone. Talk to CE Committee. 

 Register your child(ren) for Sunday School. 

 Serve as host or hostess for coffee hour following worship on Sunday. Talk to Kelly Hargett. 

 There are sign-up sheets on the Sanctuary Committee bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for: 

 Serving as a liturgist on a Sunday 

 Lighting the steeple to honor loved ones or to celebrate special occasions. 

 Serving as a Greeter before worship.  

 Brightening the Communion Table with flowers. 

THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS FOR YOU TO GIVE A LITTLE (OR A LOT) OF YOUR TIME TO CCC. 
 

KEY CARDS NEED TO BE SIGNED 

 Our Safe Church policy requires that each person having a key or fob to the Church’s back door or to 9 
Worthen Street, annually sign a card acknowledging their responsibility for holding the key. New cards will be 
available for signing on Sunday, September 11. If you have a key or fob, please bring it with you to show it to 
Diane Blair, our Safe Church Advocate, as you sign a card. If you need to make other arrangements to pick-up 
or drop-off keys, please contact the office. 
 

LITURGISTS ARE NEEDED  

 Now is your chance at having first choice for which ever Sunday you might be available to be a Liturgist. 
Being a Liturgist, is a wonderful way to serve your church. If you wish to serve as a Liturgist, there is a sign-up 
sheet in Fellowship Hall on the wall by the ramp. This is a very convenient way for you to sign up to be a Liturgist, 
while you are in Fellowship Hall for the Coffee Hour or at any other time.  
 

PLEASE SERVE AS A COFFEE HOUR HOST 

 I am looking for volunteers to serve as hosts at Coffee Hour following Sunday morning worship. Coffee 
Hour provides a pleasant break in the day for people to socialize and take care of minor business issues. See 
the sign-up sheet by the kitchen pass thru or contact me at 9783192574 or kelhargett@yahoo.com 
           Kelly Hargett 

STEEPLE LIGHTING  

 Lighting the steeple is a wonderful way to honor the memory of a loved one or to celebrate a special 
occasion. It costs only $5 for a week, and there are many weeks available. Please sign-up on the 
Sanctuary Committee bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or contact Linn Flint in the church office. 

 
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

 Our "Good Ole Fashioned Hybrid Bible Study" will resume on Thursday, September 8, at 11:00 am in Room 
202 and on Zoom. We'll be selecting our next book of the Bible to study at that time. So, now's a great time to 
jump in! See Pastor Rich for more information. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

Children and youth are encouraged to bring their backpacks for a blessing on Welcome Sunday, 
September 11 during worship. School is one of the areas of our lives where our faith is lived out. A 
blessing will help us to recall the many ways God uses us in our lives and remind us of the loving faith 
community that supports us wherever we are. 
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CONCERT OF SPIRITUALS, FOLK AND CLASSICAL SONGS 

 On Sunday, September 25, at 3:00 p.m., I will present a concert of spirituals, folk, and classical songs 
performed by Philip Lima, baritone, Joseph Chapman, trumpeter, and Tudor Bota, pianist. "Simple Gifts" is a 
collection of songs for baritone, trumpet, and piano featuring works by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Kurt Weil, 
Victor Labenske, Moses Hogan, John Carter, and Mark Hayes. There will be a freewill offering. Tudor Bota 

 
ALL-CHURCH CAMPFIRE 

 We’ve had some wonderful church campfires in the past, with singing and fellowship, marshmallows and 
s’mores. So, let’s do it again! Join us in Carson Park on Sunday, September 25 at 6:00 pm. Please bring your 
own lawn chair or blanket to sit on. We can also bring out some chairs for those who need one. 
 

KiSeLo – KIndness, SErvice, LOve 

 KiSeLo invites all women of the church to join us for our beginning-of-the-year potluck luncheon 
on Wednesday, September 28, at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We look forward to restarting an annual 
tradition that paused in 2020. Please bring a main dish or salad/vegetable dish. Our hostesses this month will 
provide us with coffee, tea and dessert. 
 We are inviting Pastor Rich, Linn Flint, and Dick Papenfuss to join us for lunch. We want to show our gratitude 
to Dick for graciously setting up and taking down tables and chairs for each of our meetings. What a big help he 
is! 
 Each month we ask KiSeLo members to bring a food donation for the Open Pantry. September's suggestion 
is pasta, but you may bring any other non-perishable item. If you have any questions, please contact me at 978-
930-6830 or deb@dandelyons.net. Hope to see YOU on September 28th! Deb Lyons, President  
 

SEPTEMBER “MOVIE MONDAYS”  

 The CCC Movie Group is open to all! Watch the movie(s) on your own, then join the group on Zoom at 7:00 
pm on “Movie Mondays” to discuss. Contact Lynn Horton for the Zoom link, if you have questions, or if you have 
difficulty accessing the movies!  

Monday, 9/12 – “The Truman Show” (1998) An American psychological science fiction 
satirical comedy-drama film that predicted the rise of reality television, “The Truman Show” 
stars Truman Burbank, played by actor Jim Carrey. Truman does not know that his entire 
world is fictional, and that his life is being dictated by the show’s creator and executive 
producer, Cristof (played by Ed Harris). Truman’s “friends” and “family” are all actors, and 
multiple product placements enable advertising revenue to support the secret 24/7 filming of 
Truman’s daily life. When Truman is an adult he begins to question inconsistencies in his 
idyllic existence, and greater extremes must be reached to maintain the Truman’s belief in 
the reality of his world. With 25 years of distance from the movie’s debut, we can see how 
our 2022 lives are shaped by artificial reality, too. 

Monday, 9/26 – “Field of Dreams” (1989) An American sports fantasy drama film based on 
W. P. Kinsella's 1982 novel “Shoeless Joe.” The film stars Kevin Costner as an Iowa farmer 
who builds a baseball field in his cornfield that attracts the ghosts of baseball legends, 
including Shoeless Joe Jackson (Ray Liotta) and the Chicago Black Sox team. Amy Madigan, 
James Earl Jones, and Burt Lancaster (in his final film role) also star. Eagle-eyed viewers 
may spot teenaged Matt Damon and Ben Affleck as extras in the Fenway Park scene. 
 

LUNCH WITH THE PASTOR 

 Bring your own lunch and join Pastor Rich and a group of friends every Tuesday at noon in room 202. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMITTEES IN ACTION! 
 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

 We have been working on routine outdoor and indoor maintenance as well as projects listed on the Property 
Condition Assessment that have been assigned to the House Committee. A new furnace has been installed in 9 
Worthen and the chimney will be removed in the fall. The flashing at the base of the steeple and the vent pipe 
above the parlor have been repaired. The hand soap dispensers are being replaced and the backsplash in the 
ladies room has been repaired. The irrigation system was turned off in accordance with the Chelmsford water 
restrictions.  
 As always, if anyone sees an issue that needs our attention, please notify Linn in the church office or contact 
Mary Horne at marywh54@gmail.com or 978-729-5632.  
 
 

COUNCIL CORNER – A monthly update on the activity of the CCC Council 

News from the August 10, 2022 meeting:       

 CCC’s Fiscal Year 2021-2022 ended on June 30. Strong congregational pledged and unpledged giving, as 
well as responsible committee expenditures, resulted in a $2220.97 budget surplus. Council unanimously 
approved the distribution of these monies as follows: transfer $105.48 to the Winn Fund, transfer $536.68 to 
the Hamilton Fund, transfer $1578.81 to the Good Samaritan Fund. Thank you to everyone who contributed 
generously to support our church over the past year, and to the Treasurers, Trustees, and Council for 
carefully managing the church finances. 

 At the Annual Meeting of Central Congregational Church on May 15 church members approved the Capital 
Campaign Needs Assessment Committee’s proposal to mount a Capital Campaign Fundraising Drive and to 
undertake the proposed improvement projects. The congregation approved the formation of two committees, 
one to raise the money and one to oversee the implementation of the projects.  

The Council has named the following individuals to serve on the Fundraising Committee: Dick Papenfuss 
(chair), Sandy Lamplough (secretary), John Lamplough, John Carson, Lynn Horton, Marcia Cassidy, Derek 
Sorensen, and Pastor Rich Knight. The Fundraising Committee has been meeting throughout the summer 
and will kick off the 3-year Fundraising Campaign in the fall.  

The Board of Trustees has established the Building Committee with the following representatives: Christine 
Williams (Trustees), Jim Clark (House), Val King (congregation), Shirley Zachry (kitchen), and Kenny 
Pantuso (Diaconate). Project work will run concurrently with the fundraising. 

 Council did not meet in the month of July. Sabbatical Pastor Mari Raye attended the August Council meeting 
and shared their appreciation for the opportunity to serve CCC in Pastor Rich’s absence.  

 The next Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 14, at 7:30 pm, via Zoom. Anyone from 
CCC is welcome to attend! Contact Lynn Horton if you would like the Zoom link information. Lynn@terpsoft.com 
(978) 256-8524 
 
 

Ministries in Our Church 
 

MILESTONES 

 We lost a long time member of CCC on July 18 when Clint Vincent passed away. He died peacefully with his 
family by his side.  
 On August 14, Bob Gifford passed away after a brief illness. A funeral service was held at Dolan Funeral 
Home on August 17. 

Merri Robison’s beautiful sister, Barbara Viola Bucher, passed away recently. She was known and loved 
as Vi. 
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DO YOU NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?  
 Transportation to Sunday services and other church events is available. Please call the CCC 
Transportation Hotline at 978-254-1564. A church deacon will contact you and make the arrangements to 
drive you to the church. 
 

NURSERY HELP NEEDS 
 Our CCC children are very precious to us and we consider it a privilege to partner with their parents in their 
Christian Education. I plan on continuing in the nursery this year, but need your help. I would really like to have 
a volunteer in the nursery each week so that we are meeting your Safe Church guidelines. Please sign up to 
help out in the nursery, even one Sunday will make a big difference. I would also like to have a list of people who 
can cover the nursery when I am not able to be there. So if you are able to help out, let me know so we can 
make sure everything is ready if I cannot be at church on any given Sunday. Please look for sign-up sheets 
outside the nursery or stop by the nursery on Sunday. Thank you for your support. Jennifer Hart, CCC Nursery 
Coordinator. 
 

THE FACE IS FAMILIAR… WHAT’S YOUR NAME AGAIN?? 
 It is time to re-establish our practice of wearing church name tags on Sunday mornings. This will help our 
new members and visitors, our guest preachers, and those of us who can recognize a face but can’t recall a 
name easily! If you need a name tag, please let Lynn Horton know! I will be organizing this project with Linn 
Flint’s great help on the printing. Thank you very much! Lynn Horton Lynn@terpsoft.com 
 

AFGHAN FAMILY MINISTRY - SATURDAY MORNING PLAYDATES! 
 Our ministry to the Ahmadzai family is off to a great start. If you're interested in helping, assisting in playdates 
to a local playground in Lowell is a terrific way to get involved. It's very helpful to Mrs. Ahmadzai to get the kids 
out of the house, and it's great for them too! CCC children and teens are also welcome to come with their parents 
to help out and play with the kids. For more information please contact Carol Boucek, cboucek.45@gmail.com, or 
Wendy Perry, wperry39@comcast.net.  
 

AID FOR UKRAINE 
 The UCC Appeal for aid to Ukraine has raised in excess of $1,073,208 which may be the church's largest 
international relief ever. Gifts to the UCC appeal are sent to participants in Europe through the ecumenical ACT 
Alliance.  Participation by the UCC means we are connected to a global network of church-related humanitarian 
responses. Gifts will provide shelter, food and other necessities to war refugees and internally displaced persons 
currently and following the conflict. The UCC appeal uses no donations to cover administrative costs. If you are 
being led to donate, please make checks out to "CCC" and write Ukrainian Relief Fund on the memo line. 

 
THANK YOU 
 Thank you to all who donated to this year's Backpack Attack! Thanks to your generous donations of supplies 
and funds, I was able to deliver 52 fully supplied backpacks and 8 calculators to The Wish Project on August 11. 
This is the most yet! As you know costs for supplies is up this year so it is more important than ever to assist 
children in their education. When the call went out, you responded generously as usual. On behalf of the children 
who will receive the supplies, I greatly appreciate your donations! Lillian Beean 
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   From Your Social Action and Missions Committee 
 

REUSE AND RECYCLE 

 SAM has received several recent questions about where to donate stuff, and we'd like to pass along some 
information on how to recycle clothing and common household items. 
 Don't throw away anything made of fabric. You can recycle even ripped and unusable fabric items (clothing, 
sheets, towels, etc) through the Simple Recycle Program. These items should be clean, though. They also take 
usable clothing and accessories like belts, pocketbooks, etc. You can use either of these links or just google 
"simple recycling Chelmsford" to schedule a pick-up at your home. 
https://www.townofchelmsford.us/836/textile-recycling  or   https://simplerecyling.com  
 Another great place to recycle things is the Wish Project at 166 Middlesex Street in North Chelmsford (behind 
the Hertz rental office). Check out their website Thewishproject.org to view their donation drop off schedule 
and list of items that they accept. They take lots of usable household items, such as pots and pans, 
small appliances and usable clothing (but no plastic containers, nor china).  
 SAM also collects usable clothing and towels, among other items, for the Lowell Transitional Living Center 
in October. Watch for the wish list in future announcements.  
 Wherever you donate clothing, please ensure that it is clean, usable and appropriate for the season. 
          Submitted by Julie Carney for SAM 
 
 

FUNDRAISING 
 

“POP-UP” BAKE SALES FOR SAM 

 Many thanks to everyone who purchased a delicious pastry at the August 14 “Pop-Up” Bake Sale! $53.00 
was raised for SAM. (CCC’s Social Action and Missions Ministry.) 
 Jeremy Williams will be offering another opportunity for you to purchase sweet treats from “The Do Good 
Kitchen” on Welcome Sunday, September 11. 
 If you have any questions you may contact Lynn Horton Lynn@terpsoft.com or Jeremy Williams 
thedogoodkitchen@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 The AmazonSmile fundraising program is always on – always there for you to use to help support CCC! We 
had a great first-half of 2022 with the program, recording the best two quarters of donations since we started the 
program over 4 years ago! Let’s keep the momentum going and make the second half of 2022 even better! 

 We’re heading into “back-to-school” season and while some of our church congregation ARE stocking up on 
pencils, erasers, and notebooks, many of us are “past” school-age. No problem! Amazon sells LOTS of books, 
music, DVDs and other staples we all need! Use AmazonSmile for ALL your online shopping and give a boost 
to CCC at the same time!  

 How do you use AmazonSmile? Simply shop online at https://smile.amazon.com/. The AmazonSmile site is 
the SAME as amazon.com but with the added benefit of a portion of your purchase price going to charity! You 
use your same Amazon login to access AmazonSmile. Be sure to designate Central Congregational Church of 
Chelmsford as your charity of choice! 

 If anyone needs assistance with using AmazonSmile or setting up an Amazon account, please send an email 
to amazonsmile@cccchelmsford.org and we'll help you out! 

 Let’s all shop on AmazonSmile and generate a healthy donation for the church for the rest of 2022! 
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     September 2022  

Join us on Welcome Sunday 
   September 11 at 10 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Congregational Church in Chelmsford 

 United Church of Christ 

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

“A Community of Faith, Hope, and Love, Growing through Worship and Service” 

We invite you to join us in worship on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

 Pastor Rev. Dr. Richard B. Knight 978-256-5931 pastor-rich@cccchelmsford.org 
   978-684-2031 (cell)  

 Director of Music Tudor Bota 978-772-3173 tudormbota@gmail.com 

 Office Administrator Linn Flint 978-256-5931 office.admin@cccchelmsford.org 

 Nursery Coordinator Jennifer Hart 610-781-2074 5ofHarts@chris-jenn.net 

 Custodian Juarez Gomes 
    

 Church Location: One Worthen Street, Chelmsford, MA 

 Church Mailing Address: PO Box 339, Chelmsford, MA 01824-0339 

 Church Phone: 978-256-5931  Church e-mail: office.admin@cccchelmsford.org 

 Church Fax:  978-250-3565  Church Web site:      www.cccchelmsford.org 

   Conference Web site: www.sneucc.org 

The Beacon, the CCC Newsletter, is prepared by and for the membership of Central Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ, in Chelmsford, Massachusetts. It is published monthly except for August and is distributed to members 
and friends of Central Congregational Church. This issue was emailed/mailed August 30, 2022.  
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